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Nicene Creed

The Nicene Creed (Greek: TopPorov tfig Nikaiag or, Tfjg¢ miotewg, Latin:
Symbolum Nicaenum) is a statement of belief widely used in Christian liturgy. It
(present day iznik, Turkey) by the First Council of Nicaea in 325.111 1n 381, it
was amended at the First Council of Constantinople, and the amended form is

referred to as the Nicene or the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed.

The Oriental Orthodox and Assyrian churches use this profession of faith with
the verbs in the original plural ("we believe"), but the Eastern Orthodox and
Catholic churches convert those verbs to the singular ("I believe"). The Anglican
and many Protestant denominations generally use the singular form, sometimes
the plural.

The Apostles' Creed is also used in the Latin West, but not in the Eastern
liturgies.[21[3][4] On Sundays and solemnities, one of these two creeds is recited
in the Roman Rite Mass after the homily. The Nicene Creed is also part of the
profession of faith required of those undertaking important functions within the
Catholic Church.[51(6]

In the Byzantine Rite, the Nicene Creed is sung or recited at the Divine Liturgy,
immediately preceding the Anaphora (Eucharistic Prayer), and is also recited

daily at compline.[7][8]
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Icon depicting the Emperor
Constantine, accompanied by the
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(325), holding the Niceno—
Constantinopolitan Creed of 381
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History

The actual purpose of a creed is to provide a doctrinal statement of correct belief
or orthodoxy. The creeds of Christianity have been drawn up at times of conflict
about doctrine: acceptance or rejection of a creed served to distinguish believers
and deniers of particular doctrines. For that reason, a creed was called in Greek a
obOppoAov (symbolon), which originally meant half of a broken object which,
when fitted to the other half, verified the bearer's identity.[g] The Greek word
passed through Latin symbolum into English "symbol", which only later took on

the meaning of an outward sign of something.1?]

The Nicene Creed was adopted to resolve the Arian controversy, whose leader,

Arius, a clergyman of Alexandria, "objected to Alexander's (the bishop of the

time) apparent carelessness in blurring the distinction of nature between the
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Father and the Son by his emphasis on eternal generation".[ll] In reply, by ey T
Alexander accused Arius of denying the divinity of the Son and also of being too Oldest extant manuscript of the
"Jewish" and "Greek" in his thought. Alexander and his supporters created the Nicene Creed, dated to the 6th
Nicene Creed to clarify the key tenets of the Christian faith in response to the Century

widespread adoption of Arius' doctrine, which was henceforth marked as heresy.

The Nicene Creed of 325 explicitly affirms the co-essential divinity of the Son, applying to him the term "consubstantial”". The
381 version speaks of the Holy Spirit as worshipped and glorified with the Father and the Son. The later Athanasian Creed (not
used in Eastern Christianity) describes in much greater detail the relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The earlier
Apostles' Creed does not explicitly affirm the divinity of the Son and the Holy Spirit, but in the view of many who use it, this

doctrine is implicit in it.

Original Nicene Creed of 325

The original Nicene Creed was first adopted on 19 June 325 at the First Council of Nicaea.l'?] At that time, the text ended with

the words "We believe in the Holy Spirit", after which various anathemas against Arian propositions were added.[13]

F. J. A. Hort and Adolf von Harnack argued that the Nicene creed was the local creed of Caesareal ! (an important center of
Early Christianity) recited in the council by Eusebius of Caesarea. Their case relied largely on a very specific interpretation of
Eusebius' own account of the Council's proceedings.[15] More recent scholarship has not been convinced by their arguments.[le]
The large number of secondary divergences from the text of the creed quoted by Eusebius make it unlikely that it was used as a
starting point by those who drafted the conciliar creed.[1”) Their initial text was probably a local creed from a Syro—Palestinian
source into which they awkwardly inserted phrases to define the Nicene theology.[lg] The Eusebian Creed may thus have been

either a second or one of many nominations for the Nicene Creed.

The 1911 Catholic Encyclopedia says that, soon after the Council of Nicaea, new formulae of faith were composed, most of them
variations of the Nicene Symbol, to meet new phases of Arianism, of which there were at least four before the Council of Sardica

(341), at which a new form was presented and inserted in its acts, although the council did not accept it.[1%}

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed

What is known as the "Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed" or the "Nicene—Constantinopolitan Creed"2% received this name
because of a belief that it was adopted at the Second Ecumenical Council held in Constantinople in 381 as a modification of the

original Nicene Creed of 325. In that light, it also came to be very commonly known simply as the "Nicene Creed". It is the only


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Alexander_I_of_Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heresy_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divinity_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athanasian_Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles%27_Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicaea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anathema
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenton_John_Anthony_Hort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_von_Harnack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesarea_Maritima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_centers_of_Christianity#Caesarea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius_of_Caesarea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishopric_of_Sardica#Council_of_Sardica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ecumenical_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rylands_Nicene_Creed_papyrus.jpg

authoritative ecumenical statement of the Christian faith accepted by the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church, Oriental
Orthodoxy, the Church of the East, much of Protestantism including the Anglican communion.[222] (The Apostles' and

Athanasian creeds are not as widely accepted.)[23]

It differs in a number of respects, both by addition and omission, from the creed adopted at the First Council of Nicaea. The most
notable difference is the additional section "And [we believe] in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver-of-Life, who proceedeth
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets. And [we
believe] in one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, [and] we look for

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen."[24]

Since the end of the 19th century,[25]

scholars have questioned the traditional explanation of the origin of this creed, which has
been passed down in the name of the council, whose official acts have been lost over time. A local council of Constantinople in
382 and the third ecumenical council (Ephesus, 431) made no mention of it,25 with the latter affirming the 325 creed of Nicaea
as a valid statement of the faith and using it to denounce Nestorianism. Though some scholarship claims that hints of the later

creed's existence are discernible in some writings,[27]

no extant document gives its text or makes explicit mention of it earlier
than the fourth ecumenical council at Chalcedon in 451.[251(261(28] Many of the bishops of the 451 council themselves had never
heard of it and initially greeted it skeptically, but it was then produced from the episcopal archives of Constantinople, and the
council accepted it "not as supplying any omission but as an authentic interpretation of the faith of Nicaea".[26] In spite of the

questions raised, it is considered most likely that this creed was in fact adopted at the 381 second ecumenical council.[?3]

On the basis of evidence both internal and external to the text, it has been argued that this creed originated not as an editing of the
original Creed proposed at Nicaea in 325, but as an independent creed (probably an older baptismal creed) modified to make it
more like the Nicene Creed.[2?) Some scholars have argued that the creed may have been presented at Chalcedon as "a precedent
for drawing up new creeds and definitions to supplement the Creed of Nicaea, as a way of getting round the ban on new creeds in
Canon 7 of Ephesus".[ZB] It is generally agreed that the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed is not simply an expansion of the Creed

of Nicaea, and was probably based on another traditional creed independent of the one from Nicaea.l231125]

The third Ecumenical Council (Council of Ephesus of 431) reaffirmed the original 325 version®?! of the Nicene Creed and
declared that "it is unlawful for any man to bring forward, or to write, or to compose a different (€tépav) faith as a rival to that
established by the holy Fathers assembled with the Holy Ghost in Nicaea" (i.e., the 325 creed). The word £tépav is more
accurately translated as used by the Council to mean "different", "contradictory", rather than "another".131131] This statement has
been interpreted as a prohibition against changing this creed or composing others, but not all accept this interpretation.!31] This
question is connected with the controversy whether a creed proclaimed by an Ecumenical Council is definitive in excluding not

only excisions from its text but also additions to it.

In one respect, the Eastern Orthodox Church's received text32] of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed differs from the earliest
text, which is included in the acts of the Council of Chalcedon of 451: The Eastern Orthodox Church uses the singular forms of
verbs such as "I believe", in place of the plural form ("we believe") used by the council. Byzantine Rite Eastern Catholic
Churches use exactly the same form of the Creed, since the Catholic Church teaches that it is wrong to add "and the Son" to the
Greek verb "ékmopevopevov", though correct to add it to the Latin "qui procedit”, which does not have precisely the same
meaning.3! The form generally used in Western churches does add "and the Son" and also the phrase "God from God", which is
found in the original 325 Creed.[34]

Comparison between creed of 325 and creed of 381

The following table, which indicates by [square brackets] the portions of the 325 text that were omitted or moved in 381, and uses
italics to indicate what phrases, absent in the 325 text, were added in 381, juxtaposes the earlier (AD 325) and later (AD 381)
forms of this Creed in the English translation given in Philip Schaff's compilation The Creeds of Christendom (1877).13%]


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_faith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodoxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles%27_Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athanasian_Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nestorianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Ecumenical_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Ephesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Textus_receptus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Chalcedon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Rite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Catholic_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filioque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Schaff

First Council of Nicaea (325)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten
of the Father [the only-begotten; that is, of the essence
of the Father, God of God,] Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father;

By whom all things were made [both in heaven and on
earth];

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and
was incarnate and was made man;

He suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended
into heaven;

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.

And in the Holy Ghost.

[But those who say: 'There was a time when he was
not;' and 'He was not before he was made;' and 'He
was made out of nothing,' or 'He is of another
substance' or ‘essence,’' or 'The Son of God is created,'
or ‘changeable,’ or ‘alterable’— they are condemned by
the holy catholic and apostolic Church.]

First Council of Constantinople (381)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all worlds (aeons),
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father;

by whom all things were made;

who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost and of
the Virgin Mary, and was made man;

he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and
suffered, and was buried, and the third day he rose
again, according to the Scriptures, and ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father,

from thence he shall come again, with glory, to judge
the quick and the dead. ;

whose kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who
proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spake
by the prophets.

In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; we
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

The differences between the actual wordings (in Greek) adopted in 325[36] and in 3811371 can be presented in a

similar way, as follows:

First Council of Nicaea (325)

Miotebopey £l Eva Odv MaTépa TIAVTOKPATOPA,
TIAVTWY 6pat@Vv Te Kal AopATWY TIOINTHV-

Kal elg Eva Kopiov Incobv Xpiotov 1ov Yiov 1o OsoD,
yewvn@évta €k 100 Matpog [povoyevi, ToOTECTIV €K THC
oLaiag tod Matpdc, Oeov ék Ood,] PRC €K DPWTAC,
@0V &AnBIvOV €k oD &AnBivoD, yevvnBévta, ob
TI0INBévTa, Guoovalov TG Matpi,

3i' 00 T& TIévTar £yEVETO, [T TE €V TG) 00PavVE) Kol T v
mnynl
TOV 8I' AUAC TOLG AVOPWTIOUC KL SIA TNV APETEPOV

owtnpiav KateABdVTa Kal COpKWOEVTA Kol
évavBpwrioovia,

Tadovta, Kal dvaotavia T Tpitn Auépq, dveAdovta eig
TOLC 0DpavoUg,

First Council of Constantinople (381)

Miotebopey £iq Eva Ocdv Matépa TavToKpATopa,
TioINtv obpavod Kal yfi¢, Opativ T€ TIAVTWY Kal
dopdtwv.

Kat gig Eva KOplov Tnaobv Xpiotdv, Tov Yiov 100 Otod
1OV povoyevi, Tov €k 100 Matpog yevwnBévia Ttpo
TIOVTWV TV alwvev, pRC €K PWTOg, OOV AANBIVOV
&k ©g0D &AnBivoD, yevvnBévta oD ToIndEvta,
ouoovaoiov T( Matpi-

dt' 00 & TIdvTar yEveTo-

TOV OI' AUAG TOLG AVOPWTIOUE KAl JIA TNV APETEPOV
owtnpiov KateA8évTa €k TWv 00pav@v kal
oapkwBivTa €k Mvedpatoc Ayiou kal Mapiag Tiig
TIoPOEVOL Kal EvavBpwriioovta,
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otavpwBévta te OTtep AEAV £l Movtiou MAdov,
Kal TaBovia Kol To@évta, Kol Gvaotavia T Tpitn
NUEPY KaTd TAC ypa@AG, Kol AveABovia i toLC
o0pavoug, Kal KaBelopevov Ek de&1v tod MNatpag,

Kol TEAIV €pXOpEVOV META 8GENC Kpival ZWVTag Kal

€pxouevov Kpval QvTag Kal vekpoUc. VEKDDUC:

o0 tfiq Baoiieiog 00K EaTal TEAOC,

Kal gic 10 Mvedpa 10 Ayiov, T0 KOpiov, t0 {WoTtolodv,
10 £k 100 MotpOg €kTropevopsvoy, TO oLV Motpl Kal
Y@ cuvuttpookuvoLpsvov Kal cuvdoialdpevov, TO
AoARoav S1d v Tipo@nt®v. El¢ piav, dyiav,
KaBoAIKNv Kal ArtoctoAiknv EKKAnGiov:
Opoloyolpev Ev Bartuopa eig Gpeov dpoapudv-
Tipoadokolpev Avdotaciv vekp@v, Kal {whv tod
péAovtog at@vog. Apunv.

Kal eig 10 Aylov Mvedpa.

[Tob¢ 3¢ Aéyovtag, Hv Ttote &te 00k Ay, kol Mplv
yevvnBfjvai ovk nv, kal 6t 'EE o0k Ovtwv eyéveto, A EE
£Tépag LTOoTAOEWC f) oL GG PAoKovTag Wval, i
KTIOTOV, ) TPETTTOV, f| AANOIWTOV TOV Yiov 100 Ot0D,
ToUTOUG AvaBepaTilel 1) Ayia KABOAIKN KOl ATIOOTOAIKN
&kkAnoial].

Filioque controversy

In the late 6th century, some Latin-speaking churches added the words "and from the Son" (Filioque) to the description of the
procession of the Holy Spirit, in what many Eastern Orthodox Christians have at a later stage argued is a violation of Canon VII
(http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf214.x.xvi.x.html) of the Third Ecumenical Council, since the words were not included in the
text by either the Council of Nicaea or that of Constantinople.[38] This was incorporated into the liturgical practice of Rome in
1014.133) Filioque eventually became one of the main causes for the East-West Schism in 1054, and the failures of the repeated

union attempts.

The Vatican stated in 1995 that, while the words kal 10D YioD ("and the Son") would indeed be heretical if used with the Greek
verb &xnopedopan®! (from &k, "out of" and mopevopon "to come or go") — which is one of the terms used by St. Gregory of

[331[40]141]__ the word Filioque is not heretical when associated

Nazianzus and the one adopted by the Council of Constantinople
with the Latin verb procedo and the related word processio. Whereas the verb €kmopevopan in Gregory and other Fathers
necessarily means "to originate from a cause or principle," the Latin term procedo (from pro, "forward;" and cedo, "to go") has no
such connotation and simply denotes the communication of the Divine Essence or Substance. In this sense, processio is similar in
meaning to the Greek term mpoiévon, used by the Fathers from Alexandria (especially Cyril of Alexandria) as well as
others.[331142] Partly due to the influence of the Latin translations of the New Testament (especially of John 15:26), the term
éxmopevopevov (the present participle of ékmopevopan) in the creed was translated into Latin as procedentem. In time, the Latin
version of the Creed came to be interpreted in the West in the light of the Western concept of processio, which required the

affirmation of the Filioque to avoid the heresy of Arianism.33143]

Views on the importance of this creed

The view that the Nicene Creed can serve as a touchstone of true Christian faith is reflected in the name "symbol of faith", which

was given to it in Greek and Latin, when in those languages the word "symbol" meant a "token for identification (by comparison

with a Counterpart)".[44]
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In the Roman Rite Mass, the Latin text of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed, with "Deum de Deo" (God from God) and
"Filioque" (and from the Son), phrases absent in the original text, was previously the only form used for the "profession of faith".
The Roman Missal now refers to it jointly with the Apostles' Creed as "the Symbol or Profession of Faith or Creed", describing

the second as "the baptismal Symbol of the Roman Church, known as the Apostles' Creed".[45]

The liturgies of the ancient Churches of Eastern Christianity (Eastern Orthodox Church, Oriental Orthodoxy, Church of the East

and the Eastern Catholic Churches), use the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed, never the Western Apostles' Creed.

While in certain places where the Byzantine Rite is used, the choir or congregation sings the Creed at the Divine Liturgy, in many
places the Creed is typically recited by the cantor, who in this capacity represents the whole congregation although many, and
sometimes all, members of the congregation may join in rhythmic recitation. Where the latter is the practice, it is customary to
invite, as a token of honor, any prominent lay member of the congregation who happens to be present, e.g., royalty, a visiting
dignitary, the Mayor, etc., to recite the Creed in lieu of the cantor. This practice stems from the tradition that the prerogative to

recite the Creed belonged to the Emperor, speaking for his populace.

Some evangelical and other Christians consider the Nicene Creed helpful and to a certain extent authoritative, but not infallibly so
in view of their belief that only Scripture is truly authoritative.[*61147) Non-Trinitarian groups, such as the Church of the New
Jerusalem, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Jehovah's Witnesses, explicitly reject some of the statements

in the Nicene Creed.[4811491(501[51]

Ancient liturgical versions

There are several designations for the two forms of the Nicene creed, some with overlapping meanings:

= Nicene Creed or the Creed of Nicaea is used to refer to the original version adopted at the First Council of
Nicaea (325), to the revised version adopted by the First Council of Constantinople (381), to the liturgical text
used by the Orthodox Church (with "I believe" instead of "We believe"),[52] to the Latin version that includes the
phrase "Deum de Deo" and "Filioque”,[>3! and to the Armenian version, which does not include "and from the
Son", but does include "God from God" and many other phrases.[®!

= Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed can stand for the revised version of Constantinople (381) or the later Latin
version[®®! or various other versions.[°6]

= [con/Symbol of the Faith is the usual designation for the revised version of Constantinople 381 in the Orthodox
churches, where this is the only creed used in the liturgy.

= Profession of Faith of the 318 Fathers refers specifically to the version of Nicaea 325 (traditionally, 318
bishops took part at the First Council of Nicaea).

= Profession of Faith of the 150 Fathers refers specifically to the version of Constantinople 381 (traditionally, 150
bishops took part at the First Council of Constantinople).

In musical settings, particularly when sung in Latin, this Creed is usually referred to by its first word, Credo.

This section is not meant to collect the texts of all liturgical versions of the Nicene Creed, and provides only three, the Greek, the
Latin, and the Armenian, of special interest. Others are mentioned separately, but without the texts. All ancient liturgical versions,
even the Greek, differ at least to some small extent from the text adopted by the First Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople. The

Creed was originally written in Greek, owing to the location of the two councils.!>4

But though the councils' texts have "TTiatevopev ... OGpohoyoDpev ... ipoadokoDpev" (we believe ... confess ... await), the Creed
that the Churches of Byzantine tradition use in their liturgy has "ITiotedw ... OpoAoy® ... mpoadok®" (I believe ... confess ...
await), accentuating the personal nature of recitation of the Creed. The Latin text, as well as using the singular, has two additions:
"Deum de Deo" (God from God) and "Filioque" (and from the Son). The Armenian text has many more additions, and is included

as showing how that ancient church has chosen to recite the Creed with these numerous elaborations of its contents.!>4]

An English translation of the Armenian text is added; English translations of the Greek and Latin liturgical texts are given at

English versions of the Nicene Creed in current use.
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Greek liturgical text

Iotevw elg Eva oy, Tatépa, MTaviokpdtopa, oty o0pavoD kal yiig, Opativ te mavtwy Kal dopdtwv.

Kal glg &va Koplov Tnoobv Xpiotdv, t0v YiOv 100 @c0D 1OV povoyevh, TOv €k 100 IatpOg yevvndévia mpod

TGvIev TV aldvev:

Q¢ €K PwToC, OedV AANBIVOV £k Beod AANBVOD, yevwnbévia ol mombévia, Opoovatov ¢ Tatpi, St 0 T

Tavta Eyéverto.

TOv &' Apd¢ ToLg AvBpmmovg Kol Sid Thv Apetépav cutnpioy KateABovta £k TV oL pavidv Kal capkaBEvTa
éx Tvedpatog Ayiov kal Mapiog tfig ITapBévou kal EvavBpumroavTa.

TravpwBévia te DnEp APV Emlt Tovtiov IAdTo, kal TABOVTIR KAl THQEVTAQ.

Kal &vaotavra T tpith AuépQ katd 10 Cpagdc.

Kal &veAdovia elg Tolg 00 pavoLg kol kaBeldpevoy €x §e€1iv oD IMatpdg.

Kal iy £pyopevov petd 86&ng kplvon LGvrag Kal vekpoig, o0 thg BaotAeiag 00k Eatan TéAog.
Kal lg 10 IMveDpa 1O Aytov, 10 k0prov, T0 {Womnotdv,

10 €k 100 IMatpOg EkmopevodpEvoY,

10 oLV IMotpl Kal YR ovpnpookuvoLpevov kal ouvo&alopevoy,

10 AaAfjoav &1 TV mpoenTv.

Elg piav, Ayiav, KaBohknyv kal Arnootohikhyv ExkAnoiav.

‘Oporoy® Ev Bamuopa elg Ggeov Apapriv.

[Ipoodok® Gvaotaoty vekp(v.

Kol Zwhv 100 péAlovtog al®vog,

Apfy.1571158]

Latin liturgical version

Credo in unum Deum,

Patrem omnipoténtem,

Factérem ceeli et terree,

visibilium 6émnium et invisibilium.

Et in unum Déminum Iesum Christum,

Filium Dei unigénitum,




et ex Patre natum ante 6mnia sécula.

Deum de Deo, lumen de ltimine, Deum verum de Deo vero,
génitum, non factum, consubstantiadlem Patri:

per quem 6mnia facta sunt.

Qui propter nos hémines et propter nostram salttem
descéndit de calis,

et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto

ex Maria Virgine, et homo factus est;

crucifixus étiam pro nobis sub Pontio Pilato,

passus et sepultus est,

et resurréxit tértia die, secindum Scripturas,

et ascéndit in ceelum, sedet ad déxteram Patris;

et iterum venttirus est cum gléria,

iudicére vivos et mortuos,

cuius regni non erit finis.

Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Déminum et vivificAntem:

qui ex Patre Filioque procédit,

qui cum Patre et Filio simul adoratur et conglorificatur,
qui locttus est per prophétas.

Et unam, sanctam, cathélicam et apost6licam Ecclésiam.
Confiteor unum baptisma in remissiénem peccatérum.
Et expécto resurrectionem mortuérum,

et vitam venttri s@culi. Amen.[5%]

The Latin text adds "Deum de Deo" and "Filioque" to the Greek. On the latter see The Filioque Controversy above. Inevitably
also, the overtones of the terms used, such as "mavtokpdtopa” (pantokratora) and "omnipotentem" differ ("pantokratora”" meaning
Ruler of all; "omnipotentem" meaning omnipotent, Almighty). The implications of this for the interpretation of "&ékmopevopevov"
and "qui ... procedit" was the object of the study The Greek and the Latin Traditions regarding the Procession of the Holy Spirit
published by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity in 1996.

Again, the terms "Opoovotlov" and "consubstantialem", translated as "of one being" or "consubstantial”, have different overtones,
being based respectively on Greek oDaia (stable being, immutable reality, substance, essence, true nature),[3] (http://www.perseu
s.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0057%3 Aentry%3D%2376030) and Latin substantia (that of which a
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thing consists, the being, essence, contents, material, substance).[eo]

"Credo", which in classical Latin is used with the accusative case of the thing held to be true (and with the dative of the person to
whom credence is given),[el] is here used three times with the preposition "in", a literal translation of the Greek "el¢" (in unum
Deum ..., in unum Dominum ..., in Spiritum Sanctum ...), and once in the classical preposition-less construction (unam, sanctam,

catholicam et apostolicam Ecclesiam).

R L i A s e L e e T o

Armenian liturgical text
2wLwiinwudp hudh
WunnLwo, h 2wjpu
wdGUwywy,  Jwpwphgu
tnyuh bL Gnunh,
GpbLb Gwg GL
wlbnbLnLphg:

GL h Jh SEp 3huntu
Lphuwnnu, JNpnhu
Uuwnncény, outbwiu
JjUuwnniény <onk, Uhwshu'
wjuhupl JEnLpGUE Lon:

UuwinnLwé jJUuinnudng, (nju
h LnLuny, UuwinnLwd
t2dwphwn JUuwnnLény B 0 &0 BT
todwnunk, duntun GL ng ke L g S %
wpwpwd: Lnu huplu 3 L M'im 'i

puniptUt  <op, npny
o P L O L T e L e L L DU

wuJtlwju hug GnbL

Jenyptiu G b dGpwy 17th-century Russian icon illustrating the articles of the Creed
tnunh,  Gntikihp 6L
wlbnpbLn)pp:

Nn junwiqu Jtn
dwpnywu G Jwul JGpn;

thpynipbwl  hebwy  h
Jepluhg”  dwpuuwgu,

dwnpnwguit, ouwiL
JwuwnwnpGuwtu h
Uwphwdwyj uppn) Ynrutu
2nqLnyu Uppny:

Npny Ewn gdwnpdhy,
ghngh G. quhwn, 6L
quwutuwiu np hug £ h
dwnpn, tdwupunwwku b
ng Yunétop:
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Quingwntwy,  huwgbwy,
pwnGwl, JGppnpn winip
jupnLgbwiy, Gilwp h
JGpyhuu unyhu Jwpdund,
LUuwnwL pun wedt 2on:

Quing £ Undhu Jwpdunyu
GL thwnop <on h nwuwnb|
qyGunwuhu GL quGnGwu,
nnnj  pwagwLnpnLpGwUu
ng qn) Juwhuwu:

CwLwwnwdp G h unLpp
Znghu, jwutnu GL h

YwuwnwnGwiu. Np
huoutgwL jonptuu GL h
Jdwpguwnktu GL

jwrGinwpwlu. Np Epu h
3npnwlwl, pwpngbwg
qunwpbuwul, GL
puwlytguwL h unLppul:

Cwirwwnwdp GL h uJh
Jdhwjlu, punhwupwyuw,
GL wnwpbGiwywl, UnLpp

Eytntgh. h uh
Jypunnphey,
Jwwwuwphnipht,

pwLnLphLu GL

h
h
pnnniphtl JGnwg. h
jwnpniphLul  JGnGing. h

nwuwnuwuwnwuu
jwirhuintuhg hngung  GL
Jwpdung.
Jjwppwjniphill  GpYuhg,
GL h yGwuulu
jwLhunGuwyuwlu:

English translation of the Armenian version

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the begotten of God the Father, the Only-begotten, that is of the

essence of the Father.

God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten and not made; of the very same nature of the Father,

by Whom all things came into being, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.




Who for us humanity and for our salvation came down from heaven, was incarnate, was made human, was born

perfectly of the holy virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit.
By whom He took body, soul, and mind, and everything that is in man, truly and not in semblance.

He suffered, was crucified, was buried, rose again on the third day, ascended into heaven with the same body,
[and] sat at the right hand of the Father.

He is to come with the same body and with the glory of the Father, to judge the living and the dead; of His

kingdom there is no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, in the uncreated and the perfect; Who spoke through the Law, prophets, and

Gospels; Who came down upon the Jordan, preached through the apostles, and lived in the saints.

We believe also in only One, Universal, Apostolic, and [Holy] Church; in one baptism in repentance, for the

remission, and forgiveness of sins; and in the resurrection of the dead, in the everlasting judgement of souls and

bodies, and the Kingdom of Heaven and in the everlasting life.[62]

Other ancient liturgical versions

The version in the Church Slavonic language, used by several Eastern Orthodox Churches is practically identical with the Greek

liturgical version.

This version is used also by some Byzantine Rite Eastern Catholic Churches. Although the Union of Brest excluded addition of

[63]

the Filioque, this was sometimes added by Ruthenian Catholics,'®>! whose older liturgical books also show the phrase in brackets,

and by Ukrainian Catholics. Writing in 1971, the Ruthenian Scholar Fr. Casimir Kucharek noted, "In Eastern Catholic Churches,
the Filioque may be omitted except when scandal would ensue. Most of the Eastern Catholic Rites use it."l64] However, in the

decades that followed 1971 it has come to be used more rarely.[65][66][67]

The versions used by Oriental Orthodoxy and the Church of the East!%8] differ from the Greek liturgical version in having "We

believe", as in the original text, instead of "I believe" [69]

English translations

The version found in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer is still commonly used by some English speakers, but more modern
translations are now more common. The International Consultation on English Texts published an English translation of the
Nicene Creed, first in 1970 and then in successive revisions in 1971 and 1975. These texts were adopted by several churches. The
Roman Catholic Church in the United States, which adopted the 1971 version in 1973, and the Catholic Church in other English-
speaking countries, which in 1975 adopted the version published in that year, continued to use them until 2011, when it replaced
them with the version in the Roman Missal third edition. The 1975 version was included in the 1979 Episcopal Church (United

States) Book of Common Prayer, but with one variation: in the line "For us men and for our salvation", it omitted the word "men".

See also

= Homoousion
= First seven ecumenical councils
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