


Christianity Isn’t Accomplishing What God Intended

Dear Wake Up Family:

On a chilly October morning about 500 years ago, a young monk
named Martin Luther nailed a document to the door of the
old Wittenberg church that ignited one of the most significant
religious movements in history: the Protestant Reformation.
These reformers were protesting anything unscriptural—anything
contrary to God’s word. Sadly now, 500 years later, Protestantism
has almost ceased to protest anything. Rather, it’s rapidly
assimilating to a secular world’s beliefs, teachings, and practices.
And | dare say that most of the regression has occurred over the
last 50 years.

Paul Craig Roberts wrote in his latest article that, “In the entirety
of the Western World the belief system has been destroyed. The
destruction of essential beliefs has been going on since the 1960s
when university students began their chant ‘Western Civilization
has to go.” Well, it is gone. All that remains of America is an insane
government with nuclear weapons.”

The United States of America was founded on Christian principles
and has predominantly been the country to which people have
fled to escape religious persecution and government tyranny.
Today, however, it is a troubled country where Christianity is
losing ground in spiritual effectiveness, the opposite of what God
intended.

Sure, if one is willing to imbibe a watered-down gospel filled with
worldly notions, then American Christianity is thriving. But its
future looks quite bleak for those who want to embrace biblical
truth. And the farther we slip away from God, the worse it will
get.

Around 2,750 years ago, Isaiah wrote, “Our courts oppose the
righteous, and justice is nowhere to be found. Truth stumbles in
the streets, and honesty has been outlawed. Yes, truth is gone,
and anyone who renounces evil is attacked.” (Isaiah 59:14-15)
This reads as if he’s describing the West today.
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Protestantism has watered Scripture down to a modernistic
social gospel to make worldly life acceptable and comfortable
rather than preparing people for the coming of Jesus. The plain
teachings in God’s word have been laid aside and are no longer
taught as the Bible teaches them. For example, in the New English
Translation of the Bible, thirty-three texts mention the subject
of gender, declaring there are only two: male and female. Four
verses state that homosexuality is a sin. And one verse specifically
denounces cross-dressing. The Bible says, “A woman must not
wear men’s clothing, nor should a man dress up in women’s
clothing, for anyone who does this is offensive to the Lord your
God.” (Deuteronomy 22:5 NET)

Yet, in this country, these perversions are glamorized and favored.
And if you dare state the biblical view on any of these matters, you
will be castigated, shamed, sued, and perhaps lose your liberty.
How can such things be normalized in a moral nation (or church),
much less embraced? The Christian Church has two objectives:
Soul-winning (preaching justification) and soul-building (teaching
sanctification). But churches today have disconnected the gospel
from the necessity of sanctification.

What happened? The shortanswer is that Christianity is wandering
away from Bible truth.

In his letter to Timothy, Paul instructed him to: “Preach the word
of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not.
Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good
teaching. For a time is coming when people will no longer listen
to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own
desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever
their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the truth and
chase after myths.” (2 Timothy 4:2-4)

He, through inspiration, was allowed to look to our day and see
what lay ahead. So what is the definition of truth Paul mentioned?
John 17:17 says the biblical definition of truth is, “Make them
holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.” Jesus
defined it more boldly when He said, “I am the way, the truth,
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and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
(John 14:6)

It is crucial that we turn to God’s word and make it the counsel of
our life, that we make Jesus our example, and let the Holy Spirit’s
power enable us to live in conformity to God'’s word.

Notice the call of God in this text: “This is what the Lord says:
‘Stop at the crossroads and look around. Ask for the old, godly
way, and walk in it. Travel its path, and you will find rest for
your souls. But you reply, “No, that’s not the road we want!” |
posted watchmen over you who said, “Listen for the sound of
the alarm.” But you replied, “No! We won’t pay attention!” ’ ”
(Jeremiah 6:16-17)

Jeremiah is saying, “Get back to the clear-cut way Jesus would
have us walk. Only then will we find rest.”

In 1 Timothy 3:15, God tells us His church is to be the protector of
Bible truth. “So that if | am delayed, you will know how people
must conduct themselves in the household of God. This is the
church of the living God, which is the pillar and foundation of
the truth.” The word ‘foundation” comes from the Greek word
meaning to be a stable support. The church is to be the pillar and
sturdy supporter of Bible truth. God entrusted His truth to the
church. And the invisible church has been God’s chosen people
in every age.

The earliest church mentioned in the Bible that | can find is in
Acts 7:37-38, where Stephen refers to the time of Moses in the
desert. “Moses himself told the people of Israel, ‘God will raise
up for you a Prophet like me from among your own people.
Moses was with our ancestors, the assembly of God’s people
in the wilderness, when the angel spoke to him at Mount Sinai.
And there Moses received life-giving words to pass on to us.”

However, as time went by, apostasy crept in. Isaiah, Ezekiel,
and Jeremiah recount the details of that apostasy. People and
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priests desired to be like the Heathen living around them. They
compromised. They began to let the teachings, thoughts, beliefs,
and practices of Heathen people come into the church. This
created periods of backsliding, revival, and reformation, resulting
in the truth of God’s word being laid aside for traditions men
conjured from their own imaginations. Does this sound familiar?

Jesus, in His day, was aware of this problem and brought light to
it when He said, “And why do you, by your traditions, violate
the direct commandments of God? Their worship is a farce, for
they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.” (Matthew
15:3,9)

Jesus found it impossible to reform the church of His day. And the
first thing He did when He began His ministry was to be baptized.
This was a public declaration that he was parting with the church
in which he had grown up. He was setting aside all He had been
taught that wasn’t true. Jesus then instituted a new church
and organized a new gospel to be spread by his followers. This
gospel—Jesus’ teachings, life, death, resurrection, mediation,
and His coming again—should be at the very heart of Christianity
today. Is it?

Paul said, “When | first came to you, dear brothers and sisters,
| didn’t use lofty words and impressive wisdom to tell you
God’s secret plan. For | decided that while | was with you I
would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was
crucified. | came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And
my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than
using clever and persuasive speeches, | relied only on the power
of the Holy Spirit. | did this so you would trust not in human
wisdom but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)

The rejection of Bible truth given to the apostles followed a
gradual but steady path. Constantine, the first Christian Emperor
of Rome, introduced terrible compromises to Christianity, bringing
paganism into the early church. Describing the severity of it, J.C.
Woodhouse writes in his book Annotations on the Apocalypse:
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“As the stream of Christianity flowed farther from its pure
fountain it became more and more corrupt; as centuries
advanced, ignorance and superstition increased; and
unauthorized mortifications and penances, rigorous fastings,
vows of celibacy, monkishretirementandausterities, stylitism,
the jargon and repetition of prayers not understood, tales of
purgatory, pious frauds, and the worship of saints, relics, and
images, took the place of pure and simple Christianity : till
at length, the book of God being laid aside for legendary
tales, and the ‘traditions of men.””

So according to history, we find during this period that error was
ushered into the church, and one teaching of Jesus after another
was laid aside and replaced by manmade doctrines. Having laid
aside God’s word, the church became the official determiner of
right and wrong, truth and error. Finally, the church made the
decree that no one could study God’s word under penalty of
death.

Some 50 million people lost their lives during the Dark Ages. Even
so, some were still determined to study God’s word and follow
it. Today, we too should be searching for truth. It doesn’t matter
what instrument God uses to deliver it to us. All we should care
about is that it is founded on a plain “Thus saith the Lord”.

From the dark time of the Protestant Reformation, God led a few
individuals back to a fuller understanding of truth. A reformation
of the same sort is needed today. Christianity needs to straighten
up and fly right.* 1t is becoming impotent. Political persecution
is coming. How can we resist the Devil’s sophistry when we can’t
even resist man’s foolishness?

Mercifully, God has always prepared truth-loving individuals for
the work He wants done. So no matter how severe the forecast,
hold fast to what the Bible says, “Look to God’s instructions and
teachings! People who contradict his word are completely in the
dark.” (Isaiah 8:20)

Rex

* An American idiom which means “improve one’s behavior and perform
better.”
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Wake Up Update

The Wake Up staff is continuing to prepare new materials
to share. Rex has just approved the proof for Ezekiel,
the next book in the transcript series. Hopefully, we will
receive this book in time to share it with you when the May
newsletter is mailed. Marty has prepared booklets on the
subjects of demon possession and the seven churches of
Revelation. They should be ready in the coming months.
Diana regularly receives calls from people who have read
earlier booklets and are requesting additional information.
We are reprinting many copies of previous booklets
because you are ordering and sharing them with others.
Jesus is returning soon to eradicate the rampant evil and
corruption in this world. The global earthquake and the
seven trumpets will surprise billions of people. Let’s do
our part to share the good news of His soon return.
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39 Booklet Sampler!
Including the Oversized
2,300 Day Booklet
$7.00/box

This is your chance to purchase a copy of all the
booklets we currently offer. Order a few boxes to
share with family or friends! The booklets provide
an introduction to Bible study and prophetic topics
for the beginning to advanced Bible student.

The Revelation Reference Library

¢ Righteousness by Faith ¢ The Untold Story of Jesus
¢ The Antichrist and the Mark of e Jesus’ Final Victory
the Beast * Daniel Unlocked for the
e Jesus The Alpha and The Omega Final Generation
¢ Paul Shapes Christianity ¢ No More Delay

All These Books Still Available for a Total Cost of Just $10.00

The Larry Wilson Library
USB Flash Drive

Would you like a copy of all the available videos, print-
ed materials, and charts? You can order this to watch

on a USB-enabled TV or your computer for the low
price of $25.

Call 800-475-0876 or visit wake-up.org/shop to order
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Prophetic Multi-Book Packs
Bible Study Books

Warning Revelation is About ~ $4 each $17/44 Book Case
to be Fulfilled
Bible Stories with End Time  $4 each $22/40 Book Case
Parallels
The Untold Story of Jesus $4 each $21/40 Book Case
No More Delay $4 each $16/30 Book Case
The Antichrist & the Mark ofthe Beast $4each $17/72 Book Case
Jesus The Alpha and The Omega $4 each $25/32 Book Case
Daniel Unlocked for the
Final Generation $4 each $25/32 Book Case

A Study on the Seven Trumpets, $4 each $24/34 Book Case
Two Witnesses, and Four Beasts

The Lamb’s Book of Life $4 each $23/34 Book Case

Other Study Materials

Hebrews or Isaiah
* $6 each
* $35 Box of 10
* $100 box of 30

The Prophetic Keys to the Future
* $8 each
* $125 Box of 30

Righteousness by
Faith
* $7 each
* $85 Box of 24

Jesus’ Final Victory
* $5 each
* $20 Box of 8

Call 800-475-0876 or visit wake-up.org/shop to order
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#5 — Are You Read
for :ﬁe g:co(ra]?j ’ B°° kl ets
Coming (35)
€to Share

#6 — Sunday or

Saturday Which

is Holy? (30) Booklet Boxes Available
47— Does Life for $7.00 Shipping

End at Death Buy 4 Boxes for $15..00 or

(30) 8 Boxes for $22.00 Shipping

Booklet #s 1 - 44, 46 Only

#8 — The Temple #15 — Four Beasts

of God (22) of Revelation

(30)

#17 — The Israel of
God Today
(30)

#9 — Was Jesus
Created (60)

#10 — Salvation:
Faith? Grace?

#18 — What Changed
at the Cross?

Works? (40) . (30)

#11 — Does God #19 — Interpretation
Kill People? and Inspiration
(30) (30)

#12—1s the #20 — Angry with
Rapture a God (30)
hoax? (30)

#13 — The World #21 — Seven
Wars and Trumpets (30)
Armageddon
(25)

Call 800-475-0876 or visit \
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#22 — Sealing
God’s People
(30)

#23 — Which
Israel Will
be saved? (40)

#24 — Daniel — A
Test of Loyalty
(30)

#25 — A Faith More
Precious than
Gold (30)

#26 — Esther —
Beautiful
Savior (30)

#27 — Gideon —
Reluctant
Warrior (35)

#28 — Elijah the
Tishbite (30)

Wake Up! Monthly

#29 — Saul -
Good Heart
Wrong
Head (28)

#30 — John the
Baptizer (35)

#31 — Pilate’s
Judgment
(45)

#32 — Noah and
the Pig Pen
(45)

#33 — Moses
and the
Mark (40)

#34 — Predestina-
tion vs. Free
Will (40)

#35 — Once Saved
— Always
Saved (40)

#36 — The Proper-
ties of Faith
(35)

#37 — The 144,000
Will Soon
Appear (38)

vake-up.org/shop to order
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#38 — The Cities
of Refuge
(38)

#39 — Protestant
Protests (35)

#40 — When God
Breaks His
Silence (35)

#41 — What Must
| Do to be
Saved (30)

#42 —1s Sin
Forgiven
(30)

#43 — The Sealed
Book (25)

#44 — The Trinity—
One God or
Three (20)

45 — The 2,300
Days of
Daniel 8:14
(25)

#46 — Four
Messages
(40)



——= PROCLAIMING THE REVELATION OF JESUS ——

Wake Up America Seminars (WUAS)

is both a nonprofit and a nondenominational organi-
zation. With God’s blessings and the generosity of many people,
WUAS has distributed millions of pamphlets, books and videos
around the world during the past 35 years. WUAS is not a
church and is not affiliated, endorsed, or sponsored by
any religious organization. Our mission is not
to convert the world to our point of view.
WUAS does not have members nor
offer any kind of membership.




