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The Dragon and the Dreadful Beasts
Dear Wake Up Family,

This month’s article is part five of a six-part series about four
significant prophetic beasts found in the books of Daniel and
Revelation. To get us started this month, here is a brief review of
information from the previous four articles. In part one, we learned
about the four major paradigms of preterism, idealism, historicism,
and futurism. We also learned that historicists and futurists believe
events in apocalyptic prophecies occur in sequential order. Part two
covered parallels between the unique prophecies given in Daniel
and Revelation and applied the rules of apocalyptic prophecy to
identify the relationships and timing of these prophecies. Larry
Wilson used the rules to establish a consistent flow of prophecies
extending from historical to future events. Part three identified
three prophecies (Daniel 7, Revelation 12:1-6, and Revelation
12:7-14:5) and incorporated comparable events that linked the
prophecies. These linkages required a specific order and established
a consolidated flow of events in the three prophecies. Then, based
on the foundation in the first three parts, part four evaluated
descriptions of four beasts found in Daniel and Revelation. We
learned that the horns of the beasts often represent kings, but
there must be information available in a prophecy or related texts
that explains the symbology. The heads represent religious systems
that have existed before John described them in Revelation 17 and
will exist during the end times.

Progression of Elements

We will apply what we have learned from prophecies in Daniel 7,
Revelation 12, and Revelation 13 to help us understand the beast
of Revelation 17. The next step is to explore if we can identify
patterns of repetition, enlargement, and progressions of elements
with the terrible beast (Daniel 7), dragon (Revelation 12:1-17), sea
beast (Revelation 13:1-10), and earth beast (Revelation 13:11-18).
A key parallel among all the entities is their extensive power and
authority over the people of earth. This power, initially wielded by
Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon—the first beast in Daniel 7—continues
to expand through subsequent beasts, ultimately culminating with
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the prostitute riding a beast in Revelation 17. As the time of Jesus’
second coming draws near, the Devil will exercise increasing levels
of power over humanity. Observing the progression of these beasts,
we can see Satan’s trend of expanding geographic scope and control
over earth.

The Terrible Beast—Daniel 7

Traditionally, Bible students have identified the terrible beast
as the Roman Empire, which was dominant as a secular and
religious power from 168 BC to AD 476. This beast is described as
coming from the sea, yet it also rises from the earth (Daniel 7:3,
17). Daniel’s description highlights three elements—the king, the
subjects of the king (the sea), and the entity from the earth. This
suggests that Rome had a king, either an emperor during its secular
rule or a pope during its religious dominance. The four beasts in
Daniel 7 came out of the sea, each with a king ruling over a group of
people. While God ultimately controlled the empires, Satan, rising
from the Abyss or earth, was the hidden force—Babylon—behind
the rulers of these four empires. The beasts in Daniel 7 increased
in power and geographic reach until the emergence of the terrible
beast. Although the four world empires exhibited significant power
over their subjects, their influence did not extend globally, as some
regimes remained outside their borders and control. The Devil
influenced rulers who sought to kill Jesus at His birth and persecuted
the Christians during the Dark Ages. According to Daniel 7:11, 26,
Satan, the terrible beast, will regain power. Ultimately, God will
strip Satan of his power; consuming him with fire and destroying
him forever.

The terrible beast had a single head. The first two beasts in Daniel
7 also had one head each, while the third beast had four heads.
Remember, we learned in the previous article that the heads on
beasts represent religious systems. This suggests that the rulers of
the kingdoms in Daniel 7 wielded spiritual power over their subjects.
They claimed authority over worship and expected to be treated as
deities by their subjects. Each head symbolized spiritual power, while
the entire beast represented political power concentrated in a single
ruler. In its early stages, Rome, the terrible beast, had emperors who
claimed both religious and political authority, expecting to be revered
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as divine by their subjects. Later, Rome developed ten horns that
represented ten kingdoms (Daniel 7:24). However, the terrible beast
continued to have only one head, indicating that Rome functioned as
a universal religious power during the reign of the fourth beast. The
beasts in Daniel 7 lacked crowns on their heads or horns, signifying
that while they held religious and political power over their subjects,
Satan’s influence was limited to external coercive power. We will
further consider the significance of the crown’s locations later when
we study the Revelation beasts.

The Dragon—Revelation 12:1-17

While Satan was directly implementing his goals through earthly
kings, he was also operating in the spirit realm to influence evil angels
and individuals on earth. Revelation 12:3 introduces us to another
entity: a red dragon with ten horns and seven heads. Revelation 12:9
clearly identifies this dragon as the Devil, or Satan. John describes
two features that differ from the terrible beast in Daniel 7. The
dragon originates from heaven and has seven crowns on its heads.
This heavenly origin is significant because it marks the beginning of
Satan’s rebellion, as depicted in this prophecy.

Before Jesus created the earth, Satan recruited one-third of the
angels in heaven to join him in his rebellion against God (lsaiah
14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:12—17). These angels, referred to as stars, were
cast out of heaven (Revelation 12:4). Satan has continued to wage
war against the woman (Revelation 12:13) and pursue her offspring
(Revelation 12:17). From ancient Babylon to the dragon prophecies
of Revelation 12, the Devil has persistently worked behind the
scenes to influence the growth of Babylon through religious and
political entities.

The dragon wears seven diadems (crowns of authority) on its
seven heads. In Revelation 13, each head of the sea beast bears a
blasphemous name (Revelation 13:1). Since the heads of the beasts
represent religious systems, this suggests that the dragon pursues
the woman and her offspring through false religion. The Devil is
constantly attempting to mislead people by imitating God’s truth. In
John’s vision of the dragon, Satan employs spiritual power to further
Babylon’s development and achieve his goals on earth.
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The Sea Beast—Revelation 13:1-10

The beast described in Revelation 13 builds upon the characteristics
of the earlier beasts, incorporating elements from the lion, leopard,
bear, and ten horns of the terrible beast in Daniel 7. It has seven
heads and wears crowns similar to the dragon of Revelation 12.
However, unlike the dragon, the diadems (crowns of authority) are
placed on its horns rather than its heads. Historicist interpreters
often conclude that the dragon and the sea beast represent pagan
or papal Rome, but they have not addressed why the crowns are
found at different locations on the dragon and the sea beast. There
remains an unresolved challenge within the historicist perspective
regarding the traditional interpretation of the sea beast as a symbol
of Rome.

According to the sequence of events in this prophecy, the rise of the
sea beast occurs—after the dragon’s pursuit of the woman. Since
the sea beast arises after 1798, it cannot be the papacy. Additionally,
if the ten horns represent civil or political powers and the heads
represent religious powers, the sea beast represents a broader
scope than the papacy. Geographically, the papacies’ influence did
not extend to many populated areas worldwide. Religiously, while
the Roman Church had varying levels of success against Muslim
control of Jerusalem during the Crusades, it did not dominate large
populations in China, India, or Africa during the Dark Ages. Revelation
13:7 clearly states that the sea beast had “authority over every tribe,
people, language and nation” and it had the power to conquer God’s
holy people. John also noted that unsaved people throughout the
world would worship the sea beast and the dragon (Revelation
13:8). Historically, Rome did not possess such widespread power or
receive worship from a globally dispersed population.

John describes the sea beast as speaking blasphemies and receiving
its power from the dragon. The sea beast wields earthly power
surpassing the power previously exercised by the terrible beast
or the dragon. While the heads of the beast represent religious
entities, the crowns of authority are on the horns, indicating that
civil authorities are superior to the religious authorities during the
sea beast’s reign, and political entities will persecute God’s people.
The rise of the sea beast parallels the description of Babylon in
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Revelation 17. The dragon (Satan) will give the sea beast (Babylon)
“his power and his throne and great authority” (Revelation 13:2).
This beast emerges due to man’s reaction to God’s wrath displayed
in the first four trumpets. A global church-state theocracy, controlled
by the dragon, will implement manmade laws attempting to
mitigate “acts of God” and halt the global destruction caused by the
trumpets. Like the lion-beast of Daniel 7:4, Babylon will command all
people—Heathens, Atheists, Eastern Religions, Muslims, Catholics,
Christians, and Jews—to worship as it dictates or face death (Daniel
3:4-6; Revelation 13:15). Babylon, composed of seven religious and
ten political systems, will exhibit Satan’s expansion of religio-political
power.

The Earth (Lamb-like) Beast—Revelation 13:11-18

The earth beast described in Revelation 13:11-18 represents the
ultimate power that Babylon will yield. Unlike the previous entities
discussed, John provides only two clues about this beast: it speaks
like the dragon and has two horns like the lamb. Early in the
development of the historicist view, J.N. Andrews (1851-1884) stated
the two horns of the lamb-like beast symbolized the combination
of religious and civil power. This combination indicates a continued
expansion of Babylon’s authority, as seen in the previous beasts.
The earth beast’s speech, like the dragon’s, further emphasizes its
malevolent nature. While this beast shares a common feature with
the Daniel 7 beasts in that they both originate from the earth, the
beasts of Daniel 7 also emerge from the sea. This distinction implies
that the earth beast does not represent a king and his subjects, as
the sea component symbolizes groups of people.

Just as Nebuchadnezzar, the lion king/beast, symbolized the
first powerful earthly kingdom of Babylon, the earth beast is the
physical manifestation of Satan—end-time Babylon—wielding
far greater authority and unparalleled global power than during
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. Consider the evidence.

e Lucifer in human form comes from the abyss (earth) as an
angel/king (Revelation 9:11).

e The beast will come out of the Abyss, astonishing earth’s
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sinful inhabitants, and it will ultimately face destruction
(Revelation 17:8).

e Lucifer will possess absolute power, not from nations or
people (the sea).

e Isaiah prophesied the Devil would physically appear (Isaiah
14:13-15). Paul described the Devil, calling him “the man of
lawlessness” who claims to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-9).

e Satan will perform miracles such as calling fire from heaven
to assert his divinity (Revelation 13:13).

e Like Nebuchadnezzar, Satan will establish an image (one-
world church/state) to end-time Babylon and force people
to worship it upon penalty of death (Revelation 13:15).

e Satan will force people to accept his mark in the right hand
or forehead to buy or sell (Revelation 13:17).

Lucifer’s theocracy will be the final, updated version of the original
Babylon that was also a global church/state. While the sea beast
has seven heads and ten horns, the earth beast has a single head,
symbolizing the unification of religious and political powers under
one “God” reigning on earth. Satan will not tolerate religious
diversity or dissenting views, enforcing his blasphemy with miracle-
working powers. Those who choose to join Satan’s theocracy will
compromise their conscience and abandon their religion to survive.
During this time, Satan will exercise sovereign power over the world’s
inhabitants.

This month, we considered the four beasts that appear before
the great red dragon of Revelation 17. The beast in Revelation 17
symbolizes the final power and deception Satan will exercise on
earth just before Jesus returns. Next month, we will study elements
of the four beasts that reveal more about the prostitute and the
red dragon she rides. | hope this study has been interesting and
informative for you. If you have questions or comments, don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Marty
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Prophetic Multi-Book Packs

Bible Study Books
Warning Revelation is About §5 each 15 Books/$15
to be Fulfilled
Jesus The Alpha and The Omega $9 each 7 Books/$12
The Untold Story of Jesus $7 each 8 Books/$10
No More Delay $5 each 10 Books/$12
The Antichrist $5 each 20 Books/$12
& the Mark of the Beast
Daniel Unlocked for the $9 each 7 Books/$12
Final Generation
A Study on the Seven Trumpets, $9 each 8 Books/$12
Two Witnesses, and Four Beasts
The Lamb’s Book of Life $9 each 12 Books/$15
The Prophetic Keys to the Future $8 each 12 Books/$55
Other Study Materials

Hebrews, Isaiah, or Ezekiel
* $9 each
* $50 Box of 10
* $100 box of 30

The Temple of God — Options
* Book $9 *DVD Set $10
¢ Charts $8  All Three $20

Righteousness by — Ribieon
Faith { o Foithl
* $9 each &

Jesus’ Final Victory
* $10 each
* $15 Box of 2

M
Vs

* $40 Box of 7

Call 800-475-0876 or visit
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Quote of the Month

“The greatest drama of the ages will begin soon. The fourth
seal will soon be opened, and everyone will see the wrath
of God because the trumpets are about to blow. The four
winds are about to be released. The 144,000 will be ready
and most of the world will be caught by complete surprise.
One element is certain. When the censor of Revelation
8:2-5 is cast down, an irreversible sequence of events will
lead to the physical appearing of Jesus. May God help us
to be ready; for ready or not; He is coming!”

— Larry Wilson

Newest Book!

The Revelation of Jesus
(Continues)

Will Jesus be revealed this decade? What
events occur before His return? What events
ignite the Great Tribulation? Who is the YW Wiy
coming Antichrist? What is the mark of the
beast? Learn about what the Bible says about
these questions and discover much more about soon-coming
events. If you would like to order a copy of this recently up-
dated book, give us a call!

Single copy: ~ $ 9.00
3-Pack: $19.00
Case of 14: $79.00

(Prices Include Shipping)

vake-up.org/shop to order
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Booklets
to Share

Booklet Boxes Available
for $7.00 Shipping

Buy 4 Boxes for $15.00 or

8 Boxes for $22.00 Shipping
Booklet #s 1 - 44, 46-47*

#5 — Are You Ready
for the Second
Coming (35)

#6 — Sunday or
Saturday Which
is Holy? (25)

#7 — Does Life
End at Death

(30)

#15 — Four Beasts
of Revelation

(30)

#8 — The Temple
of God (22)

#17 — The Israel of
God Today
(25)

#9 — Was Jesus
Created (60)

#10 — Salvation:
Faith? Grace?

WHAT CHANGED
AT THE CROSS?

#18 — What Changed
at the Cross?

Works? (35) (30)

411 — Does God #19 — Interpretation ;
Kill People? and Inspiration

#12 — Is the #20 — Angry with ?
Rapture a bt God (30)
hoax? (25) At

sy #13 — The World T e 721 — Seven

Wars and X Trumpets (30)
Armageddon Mh}}}}é
(25) '

* #45 Not available in 4- or 8-pack boxes
Call 800-475-0876 or visit »
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t22 — Sealing
God's People
(30)

t23 — Which
Israel Will
be saved? (40)

t24 — Daniel — A
Test of Loyalty
(30)

t25 — A Faith More
Precious than
Gold (30)

t26 — Esther —
Beautiful
Savior (30)

127 — Gideon —
Reluctant
Warrior (35)

t28 — Elijah the
Tishbite (30)

129 — Saul —
Good Heart

Wrong
Head (28)

.

'ONCE SAVED
iN.WA\‘S

jsaveD?

q

THE
PROPERTIES
\OF Al

{\

THE 144,000
WILLSDON AFFEAR

THE CITIES

OF REF‘

Wake Up! Monthly

#30 — John the
Baptizer (35)

#31 — Pilate’s
Judgment
(45)

#32 — Noah and
the Pig Pen
(45)

#33 — Moses
and the
Mark (30)

#34 — Predestina-
tion vs. Free
Will (40)

#35 — Once Saved
— Always
Saved (40)

#36 — The Proper- %

ties of Faith
(35)

#37 — The 144,000
Will Soon
Appear (38)

#38 — The Cities

of Refuge
(38)

vake-up.org/shop to order

/GOD BREAKS
4 HIS SILENCE

11

#39 — Protestant

Protests (35)

#40 — When God
Breaks His
Silence (35)

#41 — What Must
I Do to be
Saved (25)

#42 — Is Sin
Forgiven

(30)

#44 — The Trinity—
One God or
Three (20)

R #45 — The 2,300

Days of
Daniel 8:14
(25)

#46 — Four
Messages

(40)

e @ #47 — Demonic

Possession
Through the
Ages (30)
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